Chaith an bhanrfon Eireannach, Dymphna, a mhair i
rith an 70 haois, a saol gearr ag obair ar son Chriost.
Bhi briseadh croi ar a hathair, Damon, i ndiaidh bhas
a mna chéile, agus theastaigh uaidh Dymphna a
phésadh. Lean sé ftrasna na hEireann chomh fada le
hAcaill. Bhunaigh si mainistir i gCill Damhnait. Theith
Dymphna 6 Damon, ach rug sé uirthi ar deireadh
thiar thall sa Bheilg, agus bhain sé an cloigeann di.

Baiad mhuintir Mhaille taoisigh mhairnealaigh
iardheisceart Mhaigh Eo. Rinne siad a gcuid airgid

6 earrai a thradail, a bheith i mbun pioraideachta
agus cain a ghearradh ar bhaid a bhiag seoladh trina
n-uisci. Thég siad roinnt dlnta lena n-airitear ddn i

gCill Damhnait chun an cainéal caol idir Acaill agus an

mhorthir a chosaint. Rugadh Grainne, an bhean ba
chdilidla ar fad de mhuintir Mhaille, ar Chliara.

Seventh century Irish princess, Dymphna, devoted
her short life to Christ. Maddened by grief after his
wife’s death, her father Damon wanted to marry
Dymphna. He pursued her across Ireland to Achill
where she had founded a monastery at nearby
Kildavnet. Dymphna escaped but Damon finally
caught up with her in Belgium and cut off her head.

The O’Malleys were the seafaring chieftains of
south-west Mayo. They made their money from
trade, piracy and taxing boats sailing through their
waters. They built a string of forts including the one
at Kildavnet to protect the narrow channel between
Achill and the mainland. Grace, the most famous
O’Malley, was born on Clare Island.

Linfocht le Sam Hunter
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Caislean Ui Mhaille, Cliara

O’Malley Castle, Clare Island




